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ATTAC Tunisia - President arrested 
*** Please circulate and distribute widely* ** 


For further information, contact Jean Luc Cipiere 
raid. rhone@attac. org 





Demonstrations were held on April 19th and 20th 
in front of Tunisian embassies in Paris, Dakar, 
Casablanca, Montreal, Brussel, Geneva and Lyon - 


Fathi Chamki, president of the RAID (ATTAC 
Tunisia), Mohamed Chourabi, member of the RAID 
(ATTAC Tunisia) and Iheb Heni were arrested on 
April 8th in Soliman (Tunisia) and _ jailed 
immediately. 


After being tried a first time without legal 
assistance they were accused of 


- spreading false news in order to disturb public 
order - 'defamation' of public order (a speciality of 
the present Tunisian government) - maintaining 
an unrecognized organisation (namely ATTAC 
Tunisia - RAID) - inciting citizens to rebellion and 
to violations of the law. 


On these counts, the accused can be liable to 
sentences of up to 13 years in prison. 


The international mobilisation led to them being 
granted a second hearing on Saturday April 15th 
at Gombolia, this time with the assistance of 


several dozen lawyers. During this hearing, Fathi 
Chamkhi protested against their conditions of 
detention. This new element and an unusual 
mobilisation around the Gombalia court, led the 
judge to decide to organize a new hearing on 
Thursday April 20th. 


Please manifest your concern about these arrests. 
Fax or write to the Ministries Justice and of the 
Interior asking for Fathi Chamkhi, Mohamed 
Chourabi and Iheb Heni to be immediately freed, 
and all the legal actions against them stopped. 
Demand the legalization of RAID (ATTAC Tunisia), 
and an end to the persecution of its members, in 
particular the journalist Taoufik Ben Brik, who has 
been on hunger strike since April 3rd. 


Jean Luc Cipiére Coordinator of ATTAC France 
Maghreb 


Here is the text of a letter which we suggest you 
send to the Tunisian Ministers of the Interior and 
of J ustice 


Ministry of the Interior M. Abdallah Kallel 
Ministere de l'intérieur Avenue Habib Bourguiba 
1001 Tunis - Fax: 00216-1-340.888 
mint@ministeres.tn 





Ministry of Justice : M. Béchir Takkari Ministere de 
la justice 31 Boulevard Bab Bnet 1006 Tunis - 
Fax : 00216-1-568.106 mju@ministeres.tn 
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e-mail addresses: Minister of the Interior 
mint@ministeres.tn Minister of Justice 
mju@ministeres.tn 








Please send copies of your letters and e-mails to 
raid. rhone@attac. org 





Dear Minister, 


It is with grave concern that | learn of the arrest 
of Fathi Shamkhi; Mohamed Chourabi and Iheb 
Heni by police authorities at Slimane on Saturday, 
April 8th. Fathi Shamkhi is the president of RAID, 
and Mohamed Chourabi is an active member of 
the same. RAID is an association with which 
ATTAC France has close relations and shares 
common aims. The Tunisian Constitution 
guarantees freedom of association. This is why | 
cannot believe that our friends' activity as 
members of RAID is the real reason for their 
arrest. In the event of their not being 
immediately released, | should be grateful to be 
kept informed of the reasons motivating their 
arrest. 


Yours truly (name and preferably address also) 


Barbara Strauss. Redactor newsletter@attac.org 





The World Bank's Energy Policy: What 
We're Not Supposed to Know 


[Based on extracts from a report put out by SEEN 
(Sustainable Energy and Economy Network) and 
ITIS (International Trade Information Service), 
and published on the website of Corporate Watch 
(Tom Paine) on 18.4.00] 


1. Since the Rio Summit in 1992, the World Bank 
has put 25 times more funding into programmes 
involving fossil fuels, which cause deterioration of 
the climate, than into renewable energies. During 
the next 20 to 50 years, these programmes, which 
are financed by the World Bank, will release into 
the earth's atmosphere an amount of carbon 
dioxide equal to 1.3 times the total amount 
released by all the countries of the world in 1995. 


The Convention on Climate, whose aim was to 
limit the emission of greenhouse gases, was 
signed by a majority of the world's nations at Rio 
in 1992. Since then, the World Bank group has 
spent 13.6 billion US $ on programmes involving 
fossil fuels, which will release 37.5 billion tonnes 
of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere in the 
course of their life. Other loans, up to 3.9 billion $, 
which are in preparation, will add another 3.8 


billion tonnes of carbon dioxide to the World Bank 
total. 


For all countries together, total emissions of 
carbon dioxide were estimated at 28 billion tonnes 
in 1995. 


2 In 1997, at Earth Summit Il, James 
Wolfensohn, President of the World Bank, made a 
promise to have the programmes supported by 
the World Bank vetted for the quantity of 
greenhouse gases they were causing to be 
released. A hollow promise indeed. Less than 
10% of World Bank programmes have been 
included in calculations of impact on climate. 


On its own admission, the World Bank will take 
into account neither loans linked to transport, nor 
the exploitation of all the reserves of coal, oil and 
gas for which the Bank has financed drilling. 
These projects represent about 90% of the future 
emissions associated with energy-related loans 
from the Bank. Only projects co-financed by the 
WB are included. 


Despite an explicit directive, an internal enquiry 
reveals that the WB only carries out calculations of 
climate change 46% of the time. So there is no 
call for astonishment when the Bank admits 
responsibility for the release of "only" 5.1 billion 
tonnes of carbon dioxide in connexion with 
programmes from 1992 to 1997, rather than the 
35 billions calculated in the 1997 SEEN report. 


3. Since the 1992 Summit, nearly one out of five 
dollars invested in fossil fuels has been used to 
finance Chinese power stations (coal- and oil- 
fuelled); between 1997 and 1998, this figure was 
one in three dollars. 


Already China burns more coal than all the other 
countries together, and it is coal with the greatest 
pollution potential, the most concentrated of all 
fossil fuels. Thanks to the World Bank, a large 
part of future Chinese energy will come from coal, 
sometimes in violation of its own environmental 
directives. Last year, more than 1.3 billion US$ 
were spent for the production of energy using 
coal from China, for the power stations of 
Tuoketuo, Waigaoqao, Hunan and Yancheng. 
These 4 power stations will release more than 2 
billion tonnes of carbon dioxide into the earth's 
atmosphere. 


Between May 1997 and September 1998, fossil 
energy programmes aided by the Bank rose to a 
greater capacity than those of previous years. They 
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represent the majority of the Bank's investments 
in China. 

4. The World Bank is becoming dangerously 
implicated in a web of conflicting economic and 
political interests, the results of which could play a 
harmful rdéle in destabilizing the earth's climate. 


The World Bank houses the GEF (Global 
Environment = Facility), a = multi-billion-dollar 
organisation created in 1990 to _ finance 
programmes in developing countries, of which the 
Bank is one of the institutions for control and 
management. Yet despite being under the same 
roof, the WB has not managed to integrate the 
lessons learned from the GEF. On the contrary, 
the BM multiplies its investments in fossil fuels. It 
plays a more and more prominent réle in "joint 
venture" programmes, a sort of trade in coal 
based on programmes it finances. This 
commercial preoccupation is likely to take the 
World Bank far from its tasks of relieving poverty 
and aiding sustainable development, and create a 
doubly perverse motive for its continuing support 
for programmes involving fossil fuels. 


5. Despite the WB's assigned rdle in promoting 
sustainable development and relieving poverty, 9 
out of 10 of its programmes in the area of fossil 
fuels favour multinational firms based in G7 
countries, several of which belong to a US-based 
lobby called the "Global Climate Coalition", which 
actively opposes all forms of action against the 
deterioration of climate. 


In October, 1977, in a speech to the 15th World 
Congress on oil, held in Beijing, the President of 
Exxon, Lee Raymond, incited China to use more, 
not less, fossil fuels, asserting that it is really 
Nature which is causing global warming. Mr 
Raymond also heads the American Petroleum 
Institute, which, together with lobbyists coming 
from other industries dependent on fossil fuels, 
formed the deceptively-named "Global Climate 
Coalition". Their aim : to prevent the US from 
taking action on climate change until China and 
other developing countries take the first step. 
This tactic of marking time guarantees smooth 
running for the oil, gas and coal industries, while 
the earth's climate warms and grows dangerously 
unbalanced. At the same time, these members of 
the GCC - including Exxon, Chevron, CMS Energy 
and Mobil - obtain contracts under the World 
Bank's programmes for the exploitation of fossil 
fuels in developing countries, including China. 


6. The World Bank finances the drilling of some of 
the richest oil and gas reserves, situated in 


regions ruled by dictators, while ignoring research 
going on elsewhere into the _ possibility of 
exploiting renewable energy resources. 


A gasoduct, starting from Burma, and built in 
conditions of slave labour, provides fuel for 
programmes aided by the World Bank on the other 
side of the border, in Thailand. In Nigeria, where 
nine Ogoni activists were hung in 1995 for 
opposing the drilling for oil on their land, the WB 
is everywhere involved in controversial energy 
programmes - in the name of sustainable 
development and the relief of poverty. 


Meanwhile, in other countries where investment is 
being put into research on renewable energies, 
the WB invests in black gold. In West Africa, for 
instance, the World Bank is the promoter of a 
gasoduct going from the Chevron exploitation in 
Nigeria to the new power station of CMS Energy in 
Ghana, while the West African economic 
community of nations is studying possibilities of 
solar and aeolian energy in 16 countries of the 
region. 


In Morocco, a 50-megawatt aeolian installation is 
being developed separately, next to a 696- 
megawatt coal-fired power station, financed by 
the World Bank. And the WB's renewable energy 
pilot programme, the solar energy power station 
in Rajasthan, India, would in fact be capable of 
generating three times more energy if it was fired 
by fossil fuels rather than by solar energy. 


Work group on "International treaties and tax 
havens" omc.marseille@attac.org 





Seattle - Bangkok - Geneva 


The United Nations will reunite in summit in 
Geneva between the 26th and the 30th of June of 
this year. Five years after Copenhagen, unions 
and non-governmental organizations will 
reconsider the decisions and commitments taken 
regarding social questions. For social movements 
and most especially the signatories of the Bangkok 
Appeal, this will be a new _ opportunity to 
denounce: the consequences of corporate 
globalization (the debt, financial/ currency 
speculation, ...); mass unemployment and 
economic insecurity; repetitive attacks by 
governments and international institutions against 
the public sector (healthcare, education, 
transportation, ...); the absence of concrete 
measures despite the commitments made at 
Copenhagen 
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From the 22nd until the 25th of June, numerous 
representatives of the five continents will host 
workshops during which themes like the debt, 
labor / environmental standards, the Tobin Tax, 
the appropriation of living matter, free movement 
of people, etc. will be debated. We have already 
received word from some of our American, 
Filipino, South African, and European partners of 
their intention to attend and organize these 
workshops. Korean People's Action Against 
Investment Treaties and the WTO (KOPA), for 
example, has volunteered to organize discussions 
about the WTO and more specifically, about 
bilateral investment agreements. 


On the 25th, the final day of our conference, we 
will reunite together on the street in a show of 
united protest passing by the seat of the WTO in 
route to the Place of the United Nations. 


After Seattle and Washington we will be mobilizing 
once again for the Prague Summit to be held in 
September in conjunction with the IMF committee 
meetings. After the Bangkok Appeal, signed by 
over 60 international organizations, we have a 
much clearer understanding of the tasks and 
responsibilities awaiting us. Our meeting in 
Geneva marks another important step in the 
creation of an international movement 
representative of a new type of globalization. 


A registration form is in the process of being 
created. All information regarding workshops, 
lodging, meeting areas, etc. will soon be available 
on the Geneva 2000 web site 
http: //attac.org/geneve2000/ 





To respond to all of your questions and put all 
participants in contact, a group focusing on 
Geneva has been put in place by Attac-France. It 
consists of Ashleigh SEARLE, Myrna ATALLA, and 
Thierry TEMIME, and Christophe AGUITON. 


Contact information: Geneve2000@ras.eu.org 
Tel: +33 1 43 72 26 14 or +33 1 43 72 26 04. 





For a People Summit in Geneva 


Statement to the second PrepCom of the UNGASS 
on Social Development by Izzat Abdel Hadi, on 
behalf of the Development Caucus, on Friday 7th 
April, during the afternoon plenary session. The 
speech was made_ in Arabic and drew a lot of 
attention from the delegations, particularly from 
the Arabian delegations. For an Arabic version of 
the document, please contact Izzat Hadi, at 


bisanrd@palnet.com or Ziad Samal, at 
spl@inco.com.|b 








Ladies and Gentlement, distinguished delegates, 


On behalf of the NGOs from the Arab world, Asia, 
Africa, Latin America, Europe and the United 
States, we would like to express our deep 
concern. 


If progress made this week in preparing the 
Geneva 2000 Summit would be measured in 
terms of removing brackets from the text, we 
might be doing well. However, if we measure 
progress in terms of the quality of the text that 
has now remained, we are deeply disappointed. 


Distinguished delegates, We share with our 
colleagues from the Ecumenical Team the fear 
that the Political Declaration does not address the 
key challenges that we face in social 
development. We agree with them that the 
Political Declaration is in danger of watering down 
what was agreed in Copenhagen. With them we 
worry that the Political Declaration lacks vision. 
With them, we believe that after Seattle we can 
not escape to re-examine the relationship 
between globalisation and social development. 
The Political Declaration should be based on this 
reality. Distinguished delegates, We share with 
our colleagues in the Women's Caucus the concern 
that women are central to social development. In 
evaluating how we did, or did not progress on 
social development we are not enganging in a 
theoretical exercise. It is the daily life of people, 
and of women in particular, that we speak of. We 
discuss whether women are able to feed their 
children. We discuss whether women are given the 
care they need when they give birth to the 
generation of the future. We discuss whether 
women are able to provide their children with 
education and health care. We can not discuss 
social development without including the real lives 
of women. 


Distinguished delegates, People world-wide are 
looking for leadership in the post-Seattle world. 
Seattle has given a_ clear message _ that 
globalisation may benefit a few, but does not 
benefit the majority of the people. In other 
words, the benefits of globalisation are not spread 
evenly. Despite years of rhetoric that 
globalisation would lead to economic growth, and 
that economic growth would lead to poverty 
eradication, this has not happened. As the 
Secreraty General of the United Nations has 
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pointed out, today there are more people living in 
poverty than five years ago. 


Ladies and Gentlemen, The importance of the 
Copenhagen commitments was given in the 
acknowledgement of the_ intrinsic connection 
between social development and the enabling 
environment. Since 1995 millions of people, 
particularly in South-East Asia, have been thrown 
into poverty due to the financial crises. Hence, a 
review of the implementation of Copenhagen is 
not serious, unless it acknowledges the causes of 
the financial crises and offers solutions. The 
Geneva 2000 Declaration is not credible unless it 
gives some perspective on how the International 
Community intends to create financial stability 
and deals with problems caused by the movement 
of speculative capital and portfolio investment. 


Distinguished delegates, People have _ high 
expectations of the Geneva 2000 Summit. Social 
development is close to the hearts of most. We 
believe that the Summit should seen to be 
responsive to the main issues identified as 
problematic by our societies. We believe that in 
the year 2000 the Summit must address the 
problems caused by the unsustainable burdens of 
debts which have built up further in developing 
countries since Copenhagen. World-wide people 
are convinced that the present system of lending 
and borrowing is profoundly unjust and that it is 
dominated almost entirely by creditors. This 
consensus must be reflected in the Geneva 2000 
Summit. 


Ladies and gentlemen, Words do not change the 
world. Nor does silence. 


Leadership is built on political dialogue, and 
couragous_ leadership is built on facing the 
problems of society. There is a huge crisis in the 
international system. We believe that the UN is 
the most participatory and democratic institution 
based on the aspirations of humanity that we all 
share. We believe that your task is to give 
leadership in proposing changes _ in_ the 
international system in order to address the 
serious concerns that we have voiced. We strongly 
believe that we need these processes of political 
dialogue. And we also need to commit ourselves 
to remain engaged in these processes of political 
dialogue. We believe that the Summit has no 
credibility without political follow up and 
continuity. For this you must make a commitment 
to engage in another Summit in 2005 in order to 
discuss the implementation of the Commitments. 


Ladies and gentlemen, As representatives of civil 
society we offer our expertise, we offer our 
support and engagement in this process. But we 
also have to be clear that the failure of Seattle 
provided us with a warning. 


Our leaders must listen to what our people have 
to say. You, our representatives, have to discuss 
what people are concerned about. The Geneva 
Summit must be unequivocally clear that we need 
a change of the direction in which we are faring 
and it must strongly address what people are 
worried about today. 


Ladies and gentlemen, Our objective is clear. We 
are preparing a ‘People's Summit'. You can make 
the Geneva Summit a ‘People's Summit’. But if 
you won't, we will. A ‘People's Summit’ we will 
have. We hope you will join us in our effort. 


Thank you for your attention. 


Amsterdam Appeal 


For the Cancellation of African debt 
Africa : From Resistance to Alternatives 


The new slavery in Africa, which results from the 
burden of the debt and the enforcement of 
structural adjustment policies, is an 
unprecendented shame at the beginning of the 
21st century. In an overwhemling majority of 
African countries debt service absorbs more 
resources than those allocated for education and 
health combined. It should be obvious that each 
cent spent on paying for the cost of public debts is 
lost in the urgent fight against poverty, illiteracy, 
malaria, AIDS and other wide spread diseases, 
some of which could be easily cured. The 
structural ajustment policies imposed by the World 
Bank and the IMF have largely contributed to put 
many African countries in a deep economic crisis : 
they exacerbate social and gender inequality, they 
spread poverty on a large scale, they imperil the 
environment and access to food and water, they 
fuel armed conflicts and create conditions that are 
favourable to recolonizing the continent through 
privatization and liberalization policies. 


Like all previous gestures, the initiatives taken in 
Cologne (June 1999) and in Cairo (April 2000) do 
not offer any actual solution. It is in light of this 
predicament that a worldwide movement has 
emerged calling for the cancellation of the Third 
World debt and for the rejection of adjustment 
policies that have only contributed to generate 
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more poverty and regression wherever they have 
been implemented. 


In most cases the debt was incurred by non 
democratic governments that were often 
supported by _ industrialized countries. The 
borrowed money was used to finance repressive, if 
not genocidal policies (as in Rwanda in 1994) and 
never helped the people of the indebted countries. 
The embezzlement of public loans was 
systematically organized in full knowledge of 
public and private lenders in_ industrialized 
countries. In terms of international law the 
‘odious' debt that results from such loans is 
invalid. 


In the specific case of sub-Saharan Africa, an 
irrefutable historical argument in favour of 
unconditional cancellation is that what is owed to 
western "creditors" is only a tiny portion of what 
European have stolen there since the 15th 
century. From slavery that robbed the continent of 
60 to 100 millions of its inhabitants forcibly taken 
to the Americas, to colonization followed by the 
current recolonization, Africa has already paid 
more than enough. 


Today, the World Bank, which is _ largely 
responsible for the disaster of the last thirty years, 
acknowledges that the standards for human 
development continue to deteriorate in Africa. The 
real income per capita has steadily decreased over 
this period. In several African countries, life 
expectancy, which is hardly 46, is dramatically 
falling as a consequence of abject poverty. 


Yet the IMF and the WB still insist on imposing 
structural adjustments and debt repayments 
through the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries 
Initiative (HIPC 's Initiative). The only change is at 
the level of the discourse : "The Poverty Reduction 
Strategy Paper (PRSP)" has replaced "Structural 
Adjustment Programs (SAPs)". 


For all these reasons, an immediate and 
unconditional cancellation of Africa 's external debt 
is no more than an ethical demand for social 
justice. It would free resources that are urgently 
needed for investments in productive sector (to 
provide jobs for younger generations), in health, 
in education, in culture, for women's 
emancipation, for a better future for the young 
generation, for the eradication of poverty and the 
preservation of the environment and biodiversity. 


Africa must simultaneously break with adjustment 
programs, that are largely responsible for its 


current catastrophic situation. The stress on 
budget austerity in the name of an alleged 
"macroeconomic equilibrium" and forced State's 
disengagement have translated into a curtailment 
of public spending, which in turn, has led to 
recession, unemployment and poverty. 
Liberalization and privatisation policies have 
contributed to stifle national enterprises and to 
the takeover of African economies by western 
transnational corporations, dubbed "strategic 
partners". The free-trade creed has undermined 
policies aimed at achieving food security for 
Africa. Cultural creation is imperiled as a result of 
a wild competition from cultural products from 
industrialized countries. It is only by breaking with 
such policies that the continent will have a greater 
control over its destiny by recovering its 
autonomy in formulating its own development 
policies. 


African people cannot be expected to watch 
passively the sacrifice of whole generations and a 
new colonization of the continent that hides its 
true nature. This is why African organizations and 
personalities are determined to rely on popular 
support to participate in a global mobilization, 
which has found a new impetus with the "Jubilee 
2000" campaign, involving as it does millions of 
people throughout the world and collecting over 
20 million signatures that were presented to the 
G-7 leaders in Cologne in June 1999. But the 
"Jubilee 2000" campaign ends this year. It is thus 
urgent to take stock of what has been achieved 
and review the limits of the campaign in order to 
carry on the struggle for the cancellation of 
Africa's debt, the rejection of adjustment policies 
and the elaboration of policies promoting a 
sustainable human development. The present 
appeal follows upon the Declarations of Accra 
(Jubilee 2000 - April 1998), Lusaka (Jubilee 2000 
- May 1999), Johannesburg (Jubilee South - 
November 1999) and Yaoundé (January 2000), as 
well as on converging initiatives, such as that of 
ATTAC (Paris - June 1999), the protest in Seattle, 
the Women's World March in 2000 and the 
Bangkok appeal (February 2000), all of them 
calling for the cancellation of Third World 
countries’ debt. 


Meeting in Amsterdam, from 4 to 7 April, we call 
for an international and panafrican meeting in 
Dakar, from 12 to 17 December, 2000 that will be 
named « DAKAR 2000 from Resistance to 
Alternatives ». Its objectives will be: 


1. to assess Africa's debt at the end of the year 
2000, after the Jubilee campaign and to evaluate 
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the impact of bilateral and multilateral solutions 
for debt "relief"; 


2. to review the economic, social and human 
effects of structural adjustment policies, focusing 
on key sectors, such as _ education, health, 
employment, income distribution, traditional 
farming ; 


3. to devise short-, medium- and long-term 
strategies in order to a) achieve the cancellation 
of the debt and the rejection of adjustment 
programs, b) contribute to the implementation of 
a development policy based on the needs of the 
people. This implies new forms of mobilization and 


new ways of distributing wealth as well as new 
financing methods, such as the recovery of illicitly- 
acquired wealth, a tax on international financial 
transactions, fair trade and taxation policies. 


Send signatures to cadtm@skynet.be and the 
"Dakar 2000" Coordinating Committee: e-mail: 
jubilee.dk2000@sentoo.sn 








